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Letters

A Chance to Be Heard

To the Editar:
It i a pity paople Hke Antho-
ny J. Saldarini — a Josuit-

trained former. assoctare editor
of The Catholig Biblical Quar-
terly, who reviewed my baok
“James the Ergther of Josus™
(April 27) — are unwilltng w
face up to the anti-Sermitism o
their own religious documents.
Bt it 18 juse this aati=Semitism,
snd the fictionalized rewrltes
in early church documents that
foster it, that “James the
Brother of Jesus™ helps ilurmis
nate and ameliorate,

Mr. Saldaring cries out for
the Greek blood shed in Pales-
tine while ignoring pogroms tn
cittes like Caesiresn, Alexan-
dria, Damascus, Beit Shean,
ete., and the hundreds of thow-
sands of Jews butchered in this
period, amply dogurmnenied by
Josephus, At Tiberias alone, a
focus of hig ouirage — and
mine == Josephus reports that
“the whole Sea of Galilee ran
vedd with blood!! (6,700 being
butchered) and  catalogues
1200 old and infirm peeple
slaughtered, 6,000 able-bodied
young sent to dig the Corinth
Canal Ior Nero and 30,300 sur-
vivors sold into slavery.

Where  “idiosyncrasy”  is
concerned, consider Mr. sal-
darini's own interpretation of
the single passage from Jose-
phus he cites (from my dedicas
tion, na less!), which makes it
¢lear that Monabazuy  and
Kengdaros, royal converts to
Judaism from porthern Syria
== ind among the bravest war-
rlors ar the oubreak of the war
against Rome — were mar-
tyred: and =o they Were, despite
tiis artemupls to deny this,

His purpose 15 to make it aps
pear © an wnschooled audience
that I do not have my facts right,
whereas it is his version that is
incorrect. We have had two mil-
leriniumsy of thiy kind of history.
Isn't it time the oppostte side
had-a chanee to be beard?

Regarding my proofs, which
are extremely paingtaking and
detailed, Mr, Saldarini appears
to rezant peopie like me being
given the appartunity to presont
their Lrgemerts dully. He would
obvviopaly prefer 1 g through
aneother inquisition condugted
by peoplelike him first, fis pre-
sentation of my arguments re-
gareding the sloction to succecd
Judas Iscariot in the Acts of the
Aposties a3 & malevolenl re-
write of the clection of James to
succeed his brother — one of &
wholy series of missing histori-
cal events, almost always re-
written with anti-Semitic mates
rial in Agts — i3 secandalows,

Thiz i8 just the point of pub-
lishing & book likg ming, rich in
data and packed with proofs: so
the publie will have the where-
withal to decide for ftself. It is
nat I who am il sérving the
publie; rather, The New Yark
Times wnd it$ readers are ill
served by prejudiced and in-
accurate reviews like his.

ROBERT EISENMAN
Fountatn Valley, Calif.

Mickey Mounsze's Voice

To the Editor:

In his review of Stefan Kan-
fer's "Serious Business” (April
203, Bruce MceCall wondars
why Mickey Mouse “Bagks in
mass-cult sainthood” despite
not having made & piclure in 50
vears, and despite having a
wolce that “maybe one it &
thousand Disneyland visiters
could everd recognize.” I ean't
imagine whera Mr. MzCall
gathered the data for this last
point, but anyxly who hasg re-
cently spent a4 weekend or
longer in any home populated
by very small children is likely
to be able to give sarwiness
testimnony of Mickey's voice.
Sure, his big-screen heyday is
long past, but o is that of the

Three Stooges, and kids have -

little  difficulty  identitying
them, Thanks to Disney video
cartooh compilations, Mickey
will talk, walk-and get into his
animated scrapes ln perpetu-
ity, And like long-retived movie
stars who Keep in the public eye
by means of ¢commerginl én-
dorsements, Mickey continues
tir work for the Disney dollar in
such newly minted vehicles as
“Sily Songs for Kids" a heavys
rotation Kem in many a family
SEAtion wagen tape dack,
Mickey Mouse's helium-tin-
ny voice may nol have weath-
cred the years as durably as
Domald Duck's larynx-scrame-
bled squawk, but I'd rather lis-
ten to Mickey reading “The
Waste Land” in ity entirety
than sit through 10 minutes of
the televived caperings of a
certain magenta reptile. ¢
DAVID EWGLER
Somervilie, bz

The Times welcomes Temmers
from raaders. Letters for publi-
cation should include the writer s
namé, address and lelephone
number, Letters showld be ad-
dressed to The Editor, The New
Tork Timegs Book Review, 23
Wwest $3d Street, New York, MY,
10036, We regret that because of
the large volume of mail res
ceived, we are unable to ac-
knowledge or to return unpubs
lished latters,
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