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Elgewman, l.oben "~ “Ghipping but partisan majecmra. from Dead Sea Scrofls schofar Riscnman (Middle
JAMES, THE BROTHHR  Bast Religions/ California State Univ.), arpuing that St. James s the missing fink between
OF JBSUS: The Key 10 Jadsism and » supposcd pre-Pavlive Christisnity. '

Unlocking the Secrets of Alhough James is called the brother of Jesus and sumamed “the Just” (or “the
Early Clissiarsity and the Righteous™), ha has a relatively minor role in the New Testament. For Risenman, the
Dead Sea Scrolls discavery of the Doad Sea Scrolls opens up the bsckground of events preceding the
Viking (992 pp.) destruction of the Tamplc in Jcresalem by the Romans, revealing a wordd of highly
£39.95 natiooalictic and apocelyptic Jewish sects that were hitterty opposed to Gentilo influcnce
Ton, 1997

and in which James was prominent. Biscriman argucs that Chvistianity was originally one
ISBN: 0-670-86932-5 of thess gronps, closely lisked with the Besenos. James wes, Bisemmnan suggnate, & feader
of the Jerusalom Christisns and representod tho authentic sucression to Josus, a2
continuity that was oblitsrated by the Roman destruction of the cityin 72 AN, Biscamen
hypothesizes am aboriginal Christianity marked by screpulovs sdharcaoe 10 the Tomb and
standing in completo contrast to St Paul’s universalism, grace, and frecdom from Jewish
fzw. In this scenzrio, Paul is James’s bittor antagonist: It was Panl who transformed =
zeatot movement into a Hallenistic mystery religion acocptabie to the Romsa imperium.
That Christianity, albeit “Paulinc,” was tailored to first-century Roman tasies will strike
many toaders a3 3 paradox Esmcoman reachas his conclusions by axploring Klerary
paraliels aed lacuaze in the Now Testament, the Scrolls, and contempory titersture, a
methodology colored by the author’s higsorical approach to Jesus and the New Testament,
which denies the gupematural snd can shed a negative light on Christisnity and its
founders,
Biscnman’s historical reconstiuction makes for fescinating reading, but it nover takes
us beyond the realm of the merely plausible.



