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Secrecy on Dead Sea Scrollsf*'_Hit“ "

Official Scholars Stalling on Making Their Findings Public, Magazine Charges

By Nicolas B, Tatro

Anseclated Prest

JERUSALEM ~More than 40 years alter
being found in the Qumesn caves, many of the
Dead Sea Scrolls remain & mystery, lacgely
becavse a small circle of scholars with axclu-
sive necess have falled to make thelr findings
public, & Washington archacology Journal has
charged.© .. .

Othior scholars are c)nmorinF to have a look,
nnd Iseach authorltics have lald down a dead-
lina of 1004 to sce alf the documents In print,

“It's {rua that scholars have beon dragging

thelr feet for the past 40 years, [U's an abso-

Juta scendal,” sald Magen Broshi, curntar of
the Shelue of the Book where about elght of
thie 800 scrolls are on permanent display.

The bimenthly Biblical Archatology Re.
view, published In Washington, has carrled
two articles questionlng the detays and saying

scholars were unfairly blocked from nccess to:

tha orlglaal manuscripts and photographs,

Editor Hershel Shanks wrote that the team
of scholars orlginally given exclualve rights to
research by King Hussclp of Jordan and fater
by the government of Isracl "has now become
Mors an obstacle to publication than a source
of information ... &%t

Shaoks cslled for opening the materlnls to
sesearch by "tny scholar whe 8o wishes.”

One angry scholar ls Robert Elseniaan, proe,

fessor of religlon at Callfornla State Unlvers
slty In Lon%’Bcach. e )

fls sald ha was denfed pormission to con-
duet carbon-14 datlng tests on the scrolls and

was barred from Jooking for a Bible passage In

tsalh that ho needed to support 4 theory,

*Manuserlpts of eruclal Importance are Jeal-
ously guarded by a small group of acholars,”
Fisenman aald In a telephons interview, "We
have research to do ... and we are tired of
wnltln% and want to know what’s In the acrolla
In our lifetime.”

John Strugnell, a profeasor st Harvard Unf-
versity’s Divinity School and the new editor-
In-chiof of the scroll projsct that involves

ahout 20 schiolars, sald ha tries to accommo-
date as many outside requests as possible.

"My general Inclination I8 to (acilitate reo-
questa. But my problem ig to get the scrolls
published, not satisfy the vanities of particular
schalars,” maid Strugnell, who s bnsed n 2
chamber In a church al the French-run Ecole
Biblique fn Jernsalem,

Strugnell, who predicted the scroll project
would be completed by the end nli the century,

“We have research lo do
... and we are lired of
waiting and wani to know
what’s in the scrolls in our
lifetime.”

~ Rabort Eisonman, peofossoc of religion,
California Blate Unlvoreily — Long lsach

noted 2 serics of Grecek papyri found In Egypt
100 yenra ngo was stitl.not {ully published,

He demonstrated the difficulty of the work
by displaying a photograph of a still-undeeis
thrcd nanuseript iy which tiuy fragments of

{ebrow lotters dottad tha plate,

“Maybe the one blg mistake was declding in
the beginnlng to publish every defall,” ha said,

Shanke sald the 1006 target date set by
Taracl's Department of Antiquitles was a *honx
and 8 {raud” because It did not say what would
happen If scholars failed to mect deadlines,

ut Amlr Drorl, the antlquitics chiefl and a
former army general, sald be set up a program
to require snnual progross reports and got the
acholars to agree on publishing all their finds
in seven yeors.

To apeed the process, he sald scholats had
been urged to sbare the workload with stue
dents and other researchers, sud & special stu-
dy program has been sct up by Hebrew Unl-
veralty for leading Dible scholars next fall,

. Rockefaller Museum,

A $350,000 grant from an offshoot of the
Wolfson Foundatloa slso has been obtained,

*For the firat time, weo havs & plan, and if
someane does not compléta his work on tinie
wo have the right to dellver the scrolls to
someona else,” sald Drorl, the former com:
mander of troops In Lebanon during [atacl's
1082-85 Invasion,

Drorl defended the decislon to close tho
doora o some scholars, suylng free access was
unfuir to thoss “who have davoted their life” to
the research, . .

Drorl was interviewed at his offlce in the
where the leather
parchment manuscripts are kept in ale-condis.
tioned aluminum boxos In the ¢allar,

The Review sald some scroll fragments "ate
deterlorating so rapidly that If the outsida
world ¢annot see them soon, It may never be
able to sce them.”

Broshi, who oversees gonscrvation, dis-
misscd the allegation as “abeolule rubblsh,”
adding that only about I percent of the many
acript collectlon had deterforated beyond re-
palr,

Other gcholars with access to the scrolls put
the figura ns high a8 5 pereent but said the
care is good.

Dlscovered by Bedouin nomads in the cavey
overlooking thy Dead Sea In 1947, excava-
tlons uncovered the documents from 11 ¢aves
in a 10-ycar span.

The scrolls include some of the earlicst
coples of the baoks of the Dible as well as po-
etry and legal texts. Scholars say they provide
sn Insight into the llfs of the anclent Kssene:
sect of Jows as well as the roots of Chrlstlans

iy,

“The Dead Sea scrolls provide a missing link
between Christianlty and Judnism, They help
us wnderstand how Jesus nrelved at some of
the teachings he preached. Certainly theredaa
simllarity between hls teachings and ihis
sect,” sald Rudolph Cohen, deputy dicector of
the Rockefeller Muscun, .




